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Attitude of the Laos toward the Viet Minh 


1. the lao population is increasingly concerned by the formation of joir+ Lace 
Viet i‘anh guerrilla units which are now active throughout Lacs. Some rosi-~ 
dents of Vientiene are proparing to evacuate to the Jongkai and tekorn Pharion 
districts of Thailand because of the intensified guerrilla activity. 


2, The majority of Laos belicve that the French as well as Lao officials of the 
Frenchesupported Vientiane governuent wlll abandon Laos in the avant of a 
largeescale Viet inh attack. They believe that even the troops cf tie 
Poreign Legion, despite their beastful attitude, would not romain to Jcfend 
the comtry. Among the currant stories of low ’rench morale cirewlating in 
the coffee houses is that of a French soldier who deserted his wit 2:1 Vientiane 
on 17 Janusry 1951 and crossad the tekon3 fiver into Thailand, The scldier 
was killed by Prench military noliec machine gun fire near the river bank. 
Such incidents have been responsive for the feeling of panie anorz the people. 


Political Situation 


3. The Lao Union rarey, tea vy vao Jong, is the declared opposition part. in the 
Vientiane Governmons. Although the party advocates cooper..tion wit t she YAist 
inh, their progran secks to sceure Lac freedom by constitutional meus, 

Many Laos bolicve, however, that the grows will join the Viet tink if [lo Chi 
Tinh suceeeds in obtaining control of the country. 


ho ‘he Vientiane Covermment has ccdered the arrest of several membore of the Lao 
union Party on chares of eae in contact with the Viet : ae TE0 coh 
rvone Pridja, a ceousy ici snamacsak and a member of the Luo Union iurty, 
has been arrested on ch: ges ef opposing the formation of the tuo Sot lcnal 
array, of failing to suppers the military budget and of boing ore~Viet Uinh. 


Tao Vath will be tulron to Salon. 


Lean 


» The events leading to Tao Ueth's arrest tyoify the political disunity anong 
the various political groups in uaes, The first Free Lao organization vas 
formed at the end of Jorld Jar IZ under Pnya xhavmeo. Tollowing the cronch 
reoceupation of Indochina, Phya Khamnao, Prince Petcharat, Prince Souvanapowla, 
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and Prince Souphanavong established a free as Govermment ina Jangkok. 
this tine, Tac ileth joined the French and was responsible for the arrecs au 
death of a nuaber of Vree Lao followers of Phya Khammnao still living in Leos 
The Pree Lao Govarnaent in Bangkok eventually split inte several facticns, 
One group, including Phya Khammao, Prince Souvanapouma and Prinec Sukand 
joined the French-supported Viertiane Government under Pui Banya. Thesa men, 
more or less figure eheads of the Leo Progressive Party, nevertheless ocoupded 
important vesitions in the Government, Couvanapoume. in the Vinistay of Foreign 
Affairs and Sukand as Deputy Director of the Lao police. It is generci? Ly 
believed that this group denounced Tao Neth to the French, because of bs 
betrayal of rea Laos to the French at the end of the war. 


Viet Uinh-Sunportcd Lao Goverrmont 


the Viet [inh broadcast from Tonkin, announcing the formatica of a joins 

Viet Uinhe-Lee United Front was hoard ix, Laos. The bac population is Thoaree 
fore generally avare of the formation of a cabinet under Prince Souphanavong.nHt 
Tt appaars possivie that the pea en govormucnt has effected an 3 
ment with other anti-Prench Leo fachions and that both the former Yrs. Saes 
now in the Vientiane Covermont and Lao guerrilla leaders throughout cos are 
in contact with Soupkanavong. 


Viet "inh-supported Lao leaders under Souphanzvong inelude the followins: 


Tao Gri Poms: Minister without Pertfolics; commander of all Lae 
forces under souphenavong. 


Chao Subs: Former seoretury te Prince Petsharat in the ‘rae 
Lao Governnant in Bangkok. 


Chae Phuy Lives in Daa Tang Khan (Suphur Chatmmd, 303 208 
48-25) 5 ma. avenge Liaison betiveen soushamive -. 
@ Viet Minh in North Viet tion, wie a commu Ceuta 
Hoube running frem Ban Bung Khante Paksane, “he 
Viet Minh contect post in Cenbral Viet Maa is : 
pevern. day wall from Paksane. 


ee 


Tao Sae Gives in Ueagshals commands 4 guerrilla wiit ectivs 
in the area between Vierrbians and Paksane. 


10 Rod Rives in Nongkhnals acts as a lisison officer toe 
tweer the Vientiane Sovceent and Soupheney on 
He is also concerned with Lac political xz 
im TYhallaxd. We wes formorly a. dudzo in ie woane, 


Sal 


Tao Lents: Gomands 2 Lac guerrilla unit of FL men worl 
with the Viet tinh, which operatcss along * 
River in the Nam Sang (102-04, 10-12}-Ha« “a 
(Loé-13, 18-05) sector, At praesent he is ao uetbing 
a raiding mission in the vieinity of VYientia:-. 
Vormerly a sergeant in the french ormy, ‘re 
received a comission in Seuphan, TATONE 1S 
lis name holds considerable terror Lor 
the Vientiaue area. 


rere mer PIG PNT PT goog NIE cst a) or er 
ie Fane a ae cheby ee dees oy Oe Tota wd OU! 
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Vict inh Intentions towards Laos 

S» Lao politicians generally believe tnat both the Bao Dai Goverment and the 
No Chi Tinh Governnent are attempting to gain control of Laos. They believe 
that at the Pau Conference, Bao Dai suzgosted to the French that Laos be 
incorporated with Viet Nam in a Vietnamese Union. The Laos generally believe 
that the Viet inh also intends to incorporate Laos as a part of Vict Ham. 
The Viet (tinh forces the inhabitants of each newly occupied area in Laos to 
study Vietnamese, They have also attempted to impose Vietnamese custome on 
the Lao-Thai inhabitants of North Viet Ilam. The French also have understood 
the desirability of making these areas nationally conscious and for that 
yeason created the autonomous state of the Thai Federation. 


Pe Yiet winh propaganda in Laos is centered around the imability of the Laos to 
free themselves from French rule without Viet Minh support. Convinced by this 
reasoning, the anti-french Laos have inevitably succumbed to Viet Minh control. 
the majority of the Ino population, however, feels that after the conclusion 
of the war, the Vietnamese will control Laos, 
viet Winh rms Procurement 


1G. ¥iet tink troops in Lees are equipped with american arms smuggled from Thai- 
land, similar to those used by the frec Tanai during Jorld Jar II, Only a 
small number have been produced in their ow factories, Arms procurenuent 
committees havo been formed by Viet ‘inh agents in Nongkai, Udon, Sakon Makorn 
and Ubon. The aras acquired through these committees are divided equally 
among the various Lao guerrilla units, An important arms purchasing contc 
is a medical and photo shop in the iongkai market called "Viet Ung,® oumed 

by Tran Van PhucsHst, one of the arms committee members. Tran Van Phuc is a 

leading member of the Yiet Linh in Nongirai. 


j 
pet 


+o  <Jccording to an informant who has worked as a commission event in Viet Linh 
arms tronsactious, aus for Lao guerrilla units aro bought from Thai barracks 
and from Thai Jrmy deserters who soll their weapons for cash return. Cn 
occasion, arms dealers have boassed that they are military officials whe have 
influenec and access te stores of arnus. 


12. The Jiet linh is able to acquire replacencnt parts for arms from Bangkok, 
whore a number of Chinese shops have the necessary equipment, These Chinese 
deal principally in rifle barrels. The Vict inh also has sevoral arns 
factories in northeast Thailand. Scveral iron casting and smelting shors 
have already been discovered by the police in isolated villages. 


wre 


Let Minh Financial Support 


13. d&ecording te a View lknh arms purchasing agent in ongkai, the Vietnases: in 
northeast Thailand sre supporting the Vist Minh organization tc the axtext 
of approximately 1,900,000 bahtixeuns: por month, Half of this sun is spect. 
for the purchase of anas and the othor half for general expensos, 

Chinese Communist mas Su ort 

Lh, According to a Lao whe formerly traveled through Ywman and Indochina at- 
tempting to secure Chinese support for the forces of Prince Soushanavong 
No Chi iinh will never receive sufficient arms from Communist China to ory 


out 2 successful offersive. The Chinese Communists intend te move their 
troops directly into Indochina as they cid into Korea, COU Chiamodenet:, 


a key man in the Chinese Communist rmy concerned with the situation in 
Indochina, is opposed to giving unlimited arms support to ile Chi “ink. 6 
appears that he wouid like to lead his cv arnuy into Indochina, 
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fe 1S. Common gossip among Lao troops who have joined the Vict Linh forces in Lacs 
is to the effect that if the United Stutes supports the remnants of the 
26 Chinese Nationalist Division on the Durma~Indochina border, the Chinese 
Commmists will enter Indochina in support of Ho Chi IMnh. 


25x A Gomment. This information was previously reportod in 
fron the same source, 


25x 1% ROE ounent. additional information on the positions of these 
individuals in the Sounhanavong government in contained in ie OE as 4 
25X1A and 25X1A 


sxtavs Mo 
ei : Comnont. Pa | from a different sources, reports that 
25X17 1et "nk hs 


aGquarters in Nongkhai is in a drugstore owned by Neuven 
Due Phat. This possibly refers to the same shop. The Tran Van Phue 
reported here is probably not the same as the military advisor to 
the Viet Minh delegation in Bangkok. 


29X1Aree [I Comacnt. A more accurate estimate is probably 500,000 baht... 


FACS THS Comment. For furthor information on CHU Chia-pi, who 
25X1A wi ahed < 2 disarming af Ja ° 2 j at & 
participated in the disarming of Japanese troogs in Indochina at 
the ond of Jorld. Var II, 25X1A 
contains biographical data on CHU. 
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